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This study is the design and development of introductory information learning
materials based on Elaboration Theory by Charles M. Reigeluth.Elaboration Theory is
one of the Instructional Theory. This theory is to help select and sequence content in a
way that will optimize attainment of learning goals. Elaboration Theory had never
been introduced in Japan.

There were two purposes of this study. One of the purposes was to introduce this
theory and provide some information from the Web and books, especially the contents
of the book INSTRUCTIONAL-DESIGN THEORIES AND MODELS Volume 2 A New
Paradigm of Instructional Theory (so called Green book 2).

Another purpose was to verify practical effectiveness of this theory. Two types learning
materials were prepared for that purpose. One of them was based on Elaboration
Theory. This was called “type A”. Another one was a ready-made learning material
( not based on Elaboration Theory) This was called “type B”. The contents of each
learning material were based on a case of SCM (Simplifying Conditions Method of
Elaboration Theory) and these have the same contents but different sequences. A
survey was conducted to verify whether they made differences about motivation and
the learning between types A and B. As the result, it suggested that type A sequenced

based on Elaboration Theory was better for introductory learners.



